YEAR IN REVIEW

Annual Report for friends of Champaign County CASA

Thank you so much for everything you made possible in 2020, allowing CASA to stay
focused on our children even during the countless challenges we all faced.

Last year, we opened 124 abuse or neglect cases, which meant 238 new kids were
victims of abuse or neglect and came into the foster care system. We currently serve
469 kids, which is one of the highest number of children served in recent memory for
our organization. Unfortunately, this is a common theme across the state of Illinois.
However, thanks to your support and securing a competitive short-term federal grant,
we have been able to expand our staff to meet this need. We now have five
experienced Advocate Coordinators who each make sure our children receive
critical resources and that our CASA volunteers are equipped with any tools needed to
help our kids.
Thanks to increasing our recruitment efforts, our recent Advocate class had the
highest amount of participants in recent memory, with 14 advocates graduating this
month and taking the CASA Oath.
We may have had to adjust our operations because of the pandemic, and although
life certainly is not “business as usual,” our office is open every day and our attorneys
are able to still advocate for our children in court.
Thank you for making it possible for us to remain strong and flexible in 2020 and
into this year. We hope you find this report informative. As always, please reach out to
us if you have any questions. We are here to make sure you know all the ways you can
support kids who need us most.

Thank you and take care,

Rush Record
Executive Director
rrecord@casa4kids.org

Emily Cross Vayr
Development Director
ecross@casa4kids.org
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Impact on CASA Children
With your help, we served 603 children last year, from
infants to 21-year-olds. Almost 40% of those children
were under six years old.

We supported 133
trained Advocates
this year, who
collectively...

DROVE

WORKED

18,677.6 2587.3
miles to visit
our CASA kids,

& CHECKED IN

hours advocating
in court & beyond,

Financial Stability
Your support makes a difference!

Even during the pandemic, we were able to expand
services thanks to your support and remain fiscally
strong. We count on the continued support of donors,
foundations, and corporations like you. Thank you!
CASA believes in transparency and accountability. Our
certified FY19 Audit is available if you would like the file
emailed to you.

2,152 times
including virtual and
distanced visits.

Revenue Sources
Donations
27.1%
Grants
54.2%
Events
18.6%

How CASA Adjusted in the Pandemic
We used Google Meets, Zoom, Facetime, and other video conferencing
software to make sure we visually see that the children are okay. We also
encouraged outside visits as weather permitted.
Donors like you stepping up to help meant we could expand as numbers of
cases rose. Our attorneys continued representing our children.
We doubled-down on volunteer recruitment. If you know somebody who is
interested, please let them know there are kids waiting for an adult like them.
You do not have to be a superhero to be a superhero for a child!

casa4kids.org

Luke Reunites with his Family
It’s no secret that addiction can ruin lives, tearing
apart families and leaving children vulnerable and
without any control over their circumstances.
That’s what had happened in 2019 when CASA was
appointed to serve Luke*, not even 10 years old.
We promptly assigned CASA volunteer Erin to be
Luke’s Advocate and work with his case.
Erin set up regular meetings with Luke, his parents,
his foster parents, educational staff, and
caseworkers. She realized Luke’s parents were
struggling with accepting responsibility for what
had happened to their family. However, once they
were able to see Luke flourish in his foster home,
they realized they needed help to become sober
and provide a safe and healthy environment for
Luke.
Erin worked diligently prior to and during the
COVID-19 pandemic as Luke’s parents got the help
they needed. She also made sure he kept an
appropriate relationship with both his foster
parents and his parents so Luke would have the
right support from all of the caring adults in his life.
Luke successfully returned to his parents’ care in
2020 and was thriving in their home when the case
closed. Thank you, Erin, for ensuring Luke’s wellbeing even during a global pandemic, and helping
him reunite with his family!
*Because this is a real case in Champaign County,
names and confidential details were changed to
protect the child’s privacy.

Why CASA?
From CASAs
I want to be a foster parent and help
children in the system, however the rest of
my family is not ready. Children getting
removed from their home is heartbreaking
and I want to help them stay safe during
the interim.
CASA plays such a huge role in helping kids
in this community, and I’m honored to be
a part of such an amazing organization.
- Maggie Farchmin

I’d heard about CASA and attended the
CASABlanca event a couple times. I
thought about the important job the CASAs
do, but it was pretty abstract, not personal.
I’m not sure exactly when I decided to do it,
but when the CASA fundraising event had
to go virtual and we were watching the live
event virtually, I finally heard the need
clearly and made the commitment.
Training was tough, especially virtual, but
excellent.
Now I can be of service to kids who need
someone to help.
-Mike Hirschi
I am honored, as a CASA volunteer,
to be the voice of children that otherwise
might never be heard.
- Cheryl Burr

Support the Pinwheel Project!

This April, you will see CASA Pinwheels all across Champaign-Urbana in support of
Child Abuse Prevention Month. Each pinwheel represents a child who has been a
victim of abuse or neglect in Champaign County.
Mark your calendars for April 2nd for
#WearBlueDay! Post a picture of yourself wearing

blue and tag CASA @champaigncountycasa.
Then join us April 2nd at Noon for a 15-minute
Pinwheel Project virtual launch!

More information and how to sponsor a pinwheel
for just $10 at CASA4kids.org/pinwheels.

Follow us! @ChampaignCountyCASA

Thank you for your support!

