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Thank you for your support!
You are receiving this because 
of your past support of CASA. 
We want to keep you updated 
on everything going on here, so 
expect a Fall and Spring 
newsletter annually in your 
mailbox. 
 
For questions or feedback, 
please e-mail Emily Cross Vayr, 
Director of Development, at 
ecross@casa4kids.org.
Thank you!

April is Child Abuse 
Prevention Month
This April, you will see Pinwheels all across 

Champaign-Urbana in support of Child Abuse 

Prevention Month. Each of our 400 pinwheels 

represents a child who is served by CASA.

 

Champaign County CASA relies on the 

generosity of individuals who sponsor kids in 

need to connect them with an advocate. 

More information about our events inside, 

including #WearBlueDay on April 5!
 

Sponsor a pinwheel for $10 today at

casa4kids.org/pinwheels

In 1996, three individuals got together and laid the 

groundwork of a critical program to give abused and 

neglected children in our community a voice: Judge Jack 

DeLaMar, who saw the need every day in his courtroom; 

Lois Brodsky, a leader in the League of Women Voters; and 

Sue Welch, a police officer and social worker. 

 

From the moment Judge DeLaMar turned to Lois Brodsky 

and exclaimed, "Get me a CASA on this case," the 

organization has been growing. From becoming the 

Guardian Ad Litem in 2002, which allows CASA to be 

party to the child's case and truly advocate for them in 

court, to recruiting over one hundred advocates, special 

people have made this work possible.

 

To everyone who over the last twenty-five years who has 

hosted a fundraiser, attended an event, served on our 

Board, made gifts of every size, and volunteered their time 

and talents to serve as an Advocate, thank you. We could 

not have changed thousands of lives without you. 
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CASA Friends Recognized 
in "Seventy over 70"!

2019 is the first year the News Gazette 

chose seventy outstanding 

individuals for their new "Seventy over 

70" award. These awardees included:

 

• George Badger, CASA Advocate for 

15 years and former Board Member

• Grace Mitchell, CASA Advocate since 

2012, and Executive Director of Family 

Advocacy

• Jack DeLaMar, former Judge and 

founder of CASA, Interim Director, 

and former Board Member. 

 

Thank you to all "over-70" CASAs!

Why CASA Works: Jonathan's Story

“When I first met Jonathan, we were in the Champaign County courthouse. He didn’t look like a 

normal teenage boy. He was sitting in a small room, shaking, and had been crying recently.”

 

Having been adopted at the age of 8, he had recently told investigators that his adopted family 

had been sexually abusing him most of his life. He wanted out of the home.

 

Ami Hays, CASA Advocate Coordinator, said she will never forget how small and sad he looked in 

that courtroom. He was desperate for normalcy in his life, but didn't think he'd ever find it.

 

When his court case opened, Patrick was appointed as his volunteer Advocate. Patrick met with 

Jonathan regularly to ensure he was transitioning well in his new high school, gave him his 

personal cell phone number, and always picked up the phone when Jonathan needed someone to 

talk to. When Jonathan made the school’s baseball team, Patrick went to every game.

 

Even though Jonathan loved his new school, Patrick realized that living with his extended family 

was not safe, especially because of issues of alcoholism and domestic abuse. But when Patrick and 

Ami asked Jonathan about leaving, he was worried he'd be forced to move to another school. He 

told them he finally felt close to having a normal life.

 

Patrick and Ami helped Jonathan look for a home with somebody from the school. They 

miraculously connected with parents of a friend who took him in with open arms. Patrick ensured 

Jonathan got settled into his new home, and checked on him to ensure it was better. It was.

 

When the time came, Patrick helped Jonathan apply for college. He quickly got accepted into a 

good school and was thrilled to learn he even made the baseball team.

 

Ami recently called to check on Jonathan, who was proud to report that his team had recently 

won an important game. He’s getting ready to go on a skiing trip on Spring Break with his college 

classmates, something he never thought he'd get to do. 

 

“He’s living his best life,” Ami said. “He found that normal teenager path he wanted, and he is not 

looking back. We are all so proud that he is moving moving forward.”

 
Because this is a real story from Champaign County, names and information have been changed to 

protect confidentiality. Thank you for making Jonathan's story possible.

ADVOCATE SPOTLIGHT: 
Pam Burnside and Why Out-of-Town 
Visits Matter
For a typical CASA case, a child who is removed from their 

home will be placed in a foster home in the Champaign 

area. But for many of our cases, the only option is to place 

the child in a different county — and sometimes, even a 

different state.

Pam Burnside, a former Public Defender who worked for 

10 years on juvenile cases, says she witnessed CASA's 

impact every day and knew she wanted to help after 

retirement. Despite being an Advocate now for only a little 

over a year, she has already logged over ten thousand 

miles on her own car so she can visit out of the area kids. 

In January 2019 alone, she drove over 1,000 miles.

 

"When I retired, I knew I wanted to become a CASA so I 

could give back,” said Pam. "I saw what critical information 

the CASAs were providing the judge and the attorneys so 

they could make the right decisions, and what a 

difference that made in giving these kids a voice.”

 

Pam has changed the lives of children living from Peoria 

to Indiana, and from Rantoul all the way to northern 

Illinois. And although they are placed far away, these kids 

are just as in need as those placed in our area.

 

"All visits are important, but when it comes to visits with 

children who do not reside locally, they are imperative,” 

said Rush Record, CASA Executive Director. "When 

children are placed outside our community, they are often 

in placements unfamiliar to us. We must actually see 

where the children are placed and make sure, for 

ourselves, that the children are well cared for and their 

needs are met.”

 

Pam says she is happy to be able to work on so many 

cases, and takes the same questionnaire to each visit to 

make sure she covers all the important questions.

 

“The last question I always ask the child is whether there is 

anything they'd like to ask the judge. One time, a child 

responded, ‘Can you ask him if I can see my sister again?’ 

We were able to get regular visits set up for the child and 

his sister, and that is just one example about why I want to 

give these kids a voice.”

 

Thank you, Pam, and thank you to all  our volunteers!

T h e  A d v o c a t e  •  C h a m p a i g n  C o u n t y  C A S A c a s a 4 k i d s . o r g

CASA's Pinwheel 
Project Grows
While the Pinwheel Project has been 

around for many years, CASA is proud 

to thank the businesses who are 

sponsoring this year and helping us 

raise funding for Advocate 

recruitment and training efforts! 

 

Mark your calendars for 

April 5, 2019, #WearBlueDay

to promote child abuse 

and neglect prevention.

 

Follow our Facebook at 

Facebook.com/Champaign

CountyCASA or go to 

casa4kids.org/pinwheels for 

more information!


