
Dear Friends of CASA, 

Thank you so very much for everything you made possible with Champaign County CASA in
2022.  The investment of both time and financial resources by you, our supporters, has
allowed us to continue, "Standing up for children in the court system who have experienced
abuse and neglect."  The impact in 2022 has been significant.

This year, 71 abuse or neglect cases were opened, which meant 126 new kids were victims
of abuse or neglect and came into the foster care system in 2022.  Additionally, 72 cases were
closed. While we currently serve 391 kids, we consistently averaged 400 children in active
abuse and neglect cases throughout the year.

Our volunteer CASAs (Court Appointed Special Advocates) are the backbone of our
organization. We continue to develop and expand our recruitment efforts to identify members
of our community who are willing to advocate for Our Kids., This year 17 new Advocates were
sworn in and assigned to a case.  We held our 30 hour pre-service training three times this
year.  We continue to offer opportunities for our Advocates to learn from our own staff and
attorneys, community professionals, and each other so they are equipped to serve Our Kids in
the most effective way.
 

As we get to know Our Kids and their situations, we are realizing that the issues they are facing
are more intense and complex than ever. Thanks to the generous contributions of individuals
and businesses combined with grant funding, we have been able to expand our staff to meet
the needs. We now have six professional Advocate Coordinators as part of our expert
staff team.  Each one works diligently to make sure Our Kids receive critical resources and that
our volunteer Advocates receive the highest quality of individual support to stand up for the
best interests of Our Kids.

Because of you, Champaign County CASA remains strong and continues to Help Our Kids
Thrive.  Our work is critical - not only to the lives of local children - but to the future of families
and our community.  We hope you find the additional information about our impact within this
report informative. As always, please reach out to us if you have any questions. 

With Gratitude,

Rush Record
Executive Director
rrecord@casa4kids.org

2022 IMPACT REPORT
A n n u a l  R e p o r t  f o r  f r i e n d s  o f  C h a m p a i g n  C o u n t y  C A S A

Laura Brown
Director of Development
lbrown@casa4kids.org
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Here's what Helping Our Kids Thrive in 2022 looks like in numbers:

Our CASA Kids
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The number of trained
advocate volunteers we
supported.

The number of miles
our advocates drove to
visit Our Kids.

The number of hours
advocating for Our Kids
in court & beyond.

The number of  times
we visited Our Kids.

2,935

Your Generous Support...

Allows us to provide expert legal representation for Our Kids in the courtroom.

Allows us to work to identify and secure what Our Kids need for their physical,
educational, and emotional development and well-being.

Allows us to recruit and train volunteer advocates, equipping them to serve Our Kids
in the most effective way.

Allows us to employ professional staff to provide the highest quality support to every
volunteer advocate as they stand up for our kids in court.

Allows us to move Our Kids toward the goal of a safe and permanent home.

Allows us to Help Our Kids Thrive!

535
The total number of
children we served from
infancy to 21 years-old.

40%
The percentage of Our
Kids that are under six
years old.

127

#HelpingOurKidsThrive

In 2022, we adopted the tagline, "Helping Our Kids Thrive,"
because we truly believe that every child in our community
who has experienced abuse and neglect deserves the
opportunity to thrive in a safe and permanent home.  We
refer to the children we serve as, "Our Kids," because they
are inherently important, and we are committed to their
well-being here at CASA. Furthermore, the collective "Our"
points to the fact that they are critically valuable as
members of Our Community as a whole.



Sammy* was just 4 years old when he had to be
removed from his parents' care due to their
substance use and volatile relationship.  Sammy
struggled with expressing emotions and had
challenges in social settings initially.  He was kicked
out of care settings due to these behaviors.  

This is when dedicated volunteer advocate, Alicia,*
came into his life.  She met with Sammy
consistently, as well as his caregivers, his parents,
and other service providers so she could advocate
for appropriate services and get status updates. 
 Sammy had regular, supervised visits with his
parents, which increased appropriately as time
went on.

Alicia wrote court reports detailing Sammy's
progress and his fun personality.  Sammy was able
to return to his parents' care due to their hard
work in services and making significant lifestyle
changes.  Alicia was able to see Sammy excel in
school and flourish in his parents' care as
reunification occurred.

*Because this is a real case in Champaign County,
names and confidential details were changed

to protect the child’s privacy.
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The Impact of a CASA
In Their Own Words

You never know the impact you are
making, but being a kind, caring

presence during a chaotic time in a
child's life is a small way I can make

my community better.
 

-Anonymous Advocate

I feel I represent the community as a
whole: sharing our concern for the kids,
and supporting them in a situation that
can be often be frightening, and which

is not their fault.
 

-Julie Gunn, Advocate

I make the biggest impact one child at
a time; which impacts our entire

community.
 

-Katie Schroeder, Advocate

Everything we do is important, but
writing the reports after each visit makes

it possible for others to have a more
clear picture of the problems and needs

of the young people.
 

-Janice Keeler, Advocate

I am only a year and a half into this
experience, but so far, I think I make
a big impact in terms of consistency

in my children's life.
 

-Jeanne Ward, Advocate

Sammy's Story



Thank you for your support!
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Opportunity for Continued Impact

Follow us! @ChampaignCountyCASA

CASA In Court

Our Mission
Standing up for children in the court
system who have experienced abuse

and neglect.

Champaign County CASA is unique
because we are appointed by the court to
be the guardian ad litem (GAL) for children
involved in a juvenile case of abuse and
neglect.  This means that we provide Our
Kids with an attorney to represent their
rights and best interests.  Our attorneys
work solely on CASA cases, alongside our
advocates, so Our Kids receive the best
legal representation possible.  Your
generosity helps make this important part
of our work possible. 1,267

 Attorneys Court 
Appearances

Our Vision
We believe that every child in our community

who has experienced abuse and neglect
deserves the opportunity to thrive in a safe

and permanent home.

Going forward, we realize that the need for Champaign County CASA is as great as ever, as
is our opportunity for continued impact.  We are dedicated to the work of Helping Our Kids
Thrive, and we invite you to join us.  If you want to continue to make a strong difference in
the lives of Our Kids, please consider continuing or increasing your involvement.

Volunteer - More advocates mean closer and more consistent impact.  
Donate - Steady funding makes it possible for us to do what we do.

Speak-up - April is Child Abuse Prevention Month.  Join us and take a stand!

Find more information about these opportunities and more at
casa4kids.org


